
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27th, 2026 at 11:00am

Welcome | The Reverend David A. Gilmore
If you are new to our church, we encourage you to fill out a visitor card, found in the pew in front of you or online at paumcnyc.org/visitor.

Please greet one another with a sign of peace.

*Christ's Peace
Minister:	 The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:		 And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination | Michele Luhn
People: 	 Living God, help us so to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; that, understanding, we may 

believe and believing, we may follow in all faithfulness, seeking your honor and glory in all that we do; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Hymn | UMH #534 - "Be Still, My Soul" 

The Gospel Lesson | Matthew 21: 23-32 (p.899)
One:		  The Word of the Lord. 
People:		 Thanks be to God.

The prelude is an integral part of worship, as we open ourselves to God’s presence. Please enter quietly, being sure to silence your devices.

Prelude | Dr. Kenneth Glendon Brown

Children's Moment | Liz Sweeney

Quote of the Week
Sever the ties to your comfort zone.

Stretch yourself to see the wonders for you beyond the horizons.
Get up on your tiptoes
Reach up to the Lord

Great things await only those who see and believe.
It's only them that can receive.

Manuela George-Izunwa

Please stand as you are able whenever an asterisk (*) precedes a heading.
Restrooms, including children's facilities with a changing table and a gender-neutral accessible restroom, are located in the basement.

*Opening Hymn | UMH #528 - "Nearer, My God, to Thee" (verses 1-3)

*Gathering Hymn | UMH #334 - “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”
		  There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place; and I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;
		  there are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
		  Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 
		  and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we'll know 
		  that we have been revived when we shall leave this place.



Sermon | "Just Because It Talks Like a Duck..." by Reverend David A. Gilmore

Prayers of the People
Minister:	 Lord, in your mercy,
People:		 Hear our prayer.	
If you have a prayer request that you wish to share with the church, you may do so by filling out a prayer request form available in the pew in front 
of you or submitting a prayer request at paumcnyc.org/prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer	
People:	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Musical Reflection

*Benediction  	

Postlude

*Presentation Hymn | UMH #94 - “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
		  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
		  Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
		  Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
		  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Closing Hymn | "Shalom to You" (Sung twice)
		  Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 
		  May God's full mercies bless you, my friends.
		  In all your living and through your loving 
		  Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

Offertory Prayer 

Giving of Tithes & Offerings
If you wish to give online, you can do so by scanning the QR code on the back or by visiting paumcnyc.org/give. 

Offertory Anthem | "The Storm is Passing Over" by Matt and Adam Podd

Solo | "God Is On The Throne", arranged by We The Kingdom
Soloist: Lauren Gismondi

To close out 2026 with a balanced budget, we are asking the PAUMC community to make an additional, one-time 
donation above your annual pledged giving. We are facing a $32,000 shortfall this year; and in an effort to continue 
our ministries are asking for your support. 

Special Offering

If you can give towards this campaign, please use the 'special offering' envelope in the pew. or donate online via 
paumcnyc.org/give and select "Special Offering" from the drop-down menu. 



WELCOME TO  PAUMC

Bible Study: Every Wednesday

Join us on Wednesdays for Bible Study with Pastor David! This is an ongoing program and all are welcome to 
participate at your own availability. We have both 12pm and 6pm options, and in-person or on Zoom. All are welcome- 
first timers are especially encouraged to join! To register, please visit paumcnyc.org/biblestudy so we can make sure 
you have any updates and Zoom information.   

Children and Families Programming: Sunday School is Back in Action!
Welcome back, families! We are so excited for another semester of programming- starting wtih Sunday School!  Children 
ages 0-11 are invited to join our Sunday School program, which meets during service each week. New families are 
welcome to join- please visit paumcnyc.org/youth to register, and email Liz Sweeney at Liz@paumcnyc.org with 
any questions. We are excited to start another year together! Children are always welcome in service at Park Avenue. 

Young Adults Meet and Greet: Sunday, October 4th

Join us during coffee hour on Sunday, October 4th for an informal meet-and-greet with PAUMC Young Adults 
(20s-40s), as we chat about programming for the year. Past events have included rooftop happy hour, volunteering in 
the neighborhood, musuem trips, and more- your ideas welcome! Join us on the 3rd floor following service for coffee, 
donuts, and a chance to meet other young adults. All are welcome- bring a friend! To join our young adults listserve, 
visit paumcnyc.org/paumcya, and email Maureen Donohue at maureen@paumcnyc.org with any questions. 

Join the PAUMC Choir!

We are looking for singers to join our church choir! The choir rehearses at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  
If you are interested in helping lead our congregation in worship each Sunday, please email Kenneth Brown at  
music@paumcnyc.org.

Reading of Embracing the Light by Carson Cook: Today on the 3rd Floor!

Embracing The Light, a new play by PAUMC's own Carson Cook and co-authored by William 'Bo' Hicks, began as a 
scene with a young man and his grandma. The story is about a young singer named Teddy who moves to NYC in 1969. 
His challenges are not diagnosed, but are seen in his interactions with others. After attempting to end his life, Teddy is 
saved by a miraculous intervention and is reminded that he is loved. 

We hope you will join us for a reading of this script on the 3rd floor after coffee hour. See you there!

Blessing of the Animals: Saturday, October 3rd, 10am-1pm

Bring your beloved pets for our annual Blessing of the Animals on Saturday, October 3rd! Join Pastor David on the 
steps of the church for a special blessing at 10:00am, or come by before 1:00pm for "Blessings-To-Go" for any anyone 
that wishes to come by. This is a great opportunity to invite your pet-loving friends and to meet others in our local 
community.



Donate Online

paumcnyc.org/give

Visit Us Online

paumcnyc.org/info
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Do you need a space for your next birthday party, board meeting, holiday function, film screening, or other gathering? 
Park Avenue is happy to host your next event! For more information, email rentals@paumcnyc.org.

Space Rentals

Would you like to see fresh flowers on the altar on Sunday mornings? Visit paumcnyc.org/altarflowers for more 
information and to place your order, or contact the church office at office@paumcnyc.org.

Altar Flowers

Park Avenue United Methodist Church is a spiritual haven that celebrates the shared humanity 
of all, that rejuvenates hope and faith, and is strengthened by the love of God.

•	 Making Christ's love accessible to all;
•	 Creating a haven;

•	 Offering a spiritual rejuvenation in all aspects of our Church programming. 
•	 Fostering kindness; and

We are committed to:

If you’re new to our community welcome! Here are a few ways to get to know us:
•	 Fill out a Welcome Card in the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate, hand it to an usher, 

 or to a staff member following service. Cards can also be found online at paumcnyc.org/guest. 
•	 Join us for coffee hour on the third floor after service. 
•	 Join us online. Emails are the primary way that we communicate any important messages for  

the entire community. To receive our emails, please subscribe at paumcnyc.org/mailinglist.  
And follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/paumcnyc, and Instagram at paumcnyc.

Visitor Card

WELCOME TO PARK AVENUE!

New Member Orientations

Are you are interested in learning more about our faith community, baptism, the United Methodist Church, or officially 
becoming at member at Park Ave? Join us for New Member orientations! This is a three session class on Zoom and 
led by Pastor David. It is an opportunity to learn more about our church, our United Methodist Heritage, and meet 
other members and church leaders. Whether you are new to the City and looking for a new church home, or a longtime 
attendee wanting to become a member, you are invited! 

We will typically meet Thursday evenings, however if this time does not work please do let us know! If you are 
interested in joining, or just curious to learn more, please sign up at paumcnyc.org/NewMembers. Questions?  
Need more information about membership at Park Avenue? Speak with a staff member after service or email  
maureen@paumcnyc.org.


